Decontamination & HTM 01-05 – CQC Inspection Checklist
Designed to support CQC inspection readiness and internal self-audit of dental decontamination processes.
	Practice / Site:
	

	Area / Decontamination Room:
	

	Completed by (Name & Role):
	

	Date:
	

	Decontamination Lead / Reviewer:
	

	Signature:
	

	Frequency (tick):  ☐ Pre-inspection ☐ Monthly ☐ Quarterly ☐ Other:
	


Document Version: v1.0    
Last Review Date: ____/____/_____                                         Next Review Due: ____/____/_____
1. Decontamination Workflow & Zoning (HTM 01-05)
☐ Dirty, clean, and sterile zones clearly defined and respected
☐ One-way instrument flow followed (dirty → clean → sterile)
☐ Physical or procedural separation in place where space is limited
☐ Staff able to describe decontamination workflow accurately
2. Instrument Transport & Handling
☐ Used instruments transported safely to decontamination area
☐ Sharps handled according to sharps safety procedures
☐ No manual scrubbing outside approved processes
☐ Appropriate PPE worn during handling
3. Cleaning Stage (Washer-disinfector / Manual)
☐ Cleaning completed before sterilisation
☐ Washer-disinfector cycles used where available
☐ Manual cleaning follows validated local protocol
☐ Detergents and cleaning agents used as instructed
☐ Cleaning records available and completed
4. Sterilisation (Autoclave)
☐ Validated autoclave used for dental instruments
☐ Correct cycle selected for instrument type
☐ Cycle parameters checked and recorded
☐ Autoclave faults identified and escalated appropriately
5. Validation, Testing & Quality Assurance
☐ Daily, weekly, and periodic tests completed as required
☐ Test results recorded and retained
☐ Failed tests managed according to protocol
☐ Service and maintenance records available
6. Instrument Inspection, Packaging & Storage
☐ Instruments inspected for cleanliness and damage
☐ Packaging completed correctly where applicable
☐ Sterile instruments labelled and stored appropriately
☐ Stock rotation followed (first in, first out)
7. Single-Use Instruments
☐ Single-use instruments clearly identified
☐ Single-use items not reprocessed
☐ Correct disposal after use

8. Staff Training & Competence
☐ Staff trained in decontamination procedures
☐ Training records up to date
☐ Competency assessments completed where required
9. Documentation, Policies & Governance
☐ Decontamination policies accessible and current
☐ HTM 01-05 guidance referenced in local procedures
☐ Audits scheduled and completed
☐ Actions followed up and reviewed
Non-Compliance & Corrective Actions
	Issue Identified
	Immediate Action Taken
	Escalated To
	Target Date
	Closed (Date / Sign)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



DentalNurseHub.com

DentalNurseHub.com   Decontamination & HTM 01 - 05  –   CQC Inspection  Checklist   Designed to support CQC inspection readiness and internal self - audit of dental decontamination  processes.  

Practice / Site:   

Area / Decontamination Room:   

Completed by (Name & Role):   

Date:   

Decontamination Lead / Reviewer:   

Signature:   

Frequency (tick):   ☐   Pre - inspection  ☐   Monthly  ☐   Quarterly  ☐   Other:   

Document Version: v1.0       Last Review Date: ____/____/_____                                            Next Review Due: ____/____/_____   1. Decontamination Workflow & Zoning (HTM 01 - 05)   ☐   Dirty, clean, and sterile zones clearly defined and respected   ☐   One - way instrument flow followed (dirty → clean → sterile)   ☐   Physical or procedural separation in place where space is limited   ☐   Staff able to describe decontamination workflow accurately   2. Instrument Transport & Handling   ☐   Used instruments transported safely to decontamination area   ☐   Sharps handled according to sharps safety procedures   ☐   No manual scrubbing outside approved processes   ☐   Appropriate PPE worn during handling   3. Cleaning Stage (Washer - disinfector / Manual)   ☐   Cleaning completed before sterilisation  

